John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress:
Summary & Analysis




INTRODUCTION TO THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS (1678)

Christian Allegory

Written: Bunyan was put into prison due to his
Puritan Beliefs

Narrated as a Dream Sequence

Divided into 2 Parts

Main character: Christian (Seeks God’s redemption
for his sins)
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Evangelist:
@ Visits Christian

) Asks Christian to move from City of Destruction to the
Celestial city




INTRODUCTION TO THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS (1678)

o Christian leaves Home

@ Every person & place: Mentioned in allegorical
way




SECTION 1
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SECTION 3
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SECTION 4 : CRITICAL

o Charles Dickens’ Oliver Twist (1838): Subtitled as

The Parish Boy’s Progress THE SCARLET

William Makepeace Thackeray'’s Vanity Fair LETTER
(1848): Talks about the location in The Pilgrim’s
Progress

Mark Twain: Gave Innocents Abroad (1869), an

alternate title, The New Pilgrims' Progress NATHANIEL

Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: Mentions HAWTHORNE |
Pilgrim’s Progress

Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter: Refers
to Bunyan'’s work through a metaphor comparing the
main character's eyes with the fire of Hell in The
Pilgrim's Progress
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SECTION 4 : CRITICAL
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Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women: Jo & her
sisters follow Bunyan'’s Christian

C. S. Lewis’ The Pilgrim's Regress: Allegory
of C. S. Lewis' own journey

Sir Walter Scott: Used Bunyan's tale in his
work The Heart of Midlothian (1818)

Charlotte Bronté: Refers to Pilgrim's Progress
in all novels including Jane Eyre




